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The 1999 Revision of the World Urbanization Prospects, prepared by the United Nations Population Division, provides a comprehensive and consistent set of urban and rural population data for the world's countries and areas, as well as for urban agglomerations with more than 750,000 inhabitants in 1995. The data referring to urban and rural areas cover the period 1950-2030 and those referring to urban agglomerations cover the period 1950-2015. Detailed results from the 1999 Revision are available for purchase in two sets of files. 

The files are prepared in Excel 97 and are distributed on diskette. At least 1.7 MB of free disk space is necessary to install each set of files. An installation program (setup.exe) is provided to copy the files to disk. It creates a default folder C:\Unwup99 for the data. If desired, the user can change the name of this folder at run time.

In both sets, figures for 1950-1995 are estimates and those for years beyond 1995 are projections. Estimates and projections are presented only for years that are multiples of five. The urban, rural and city data presented are consistent with the medium variant of the 1998 Revision of World Population Prospects, the official United Nations population estimates and projections at the national level. A short description of each set of files is presented below.


(1) Urban and rural areas: Nine files present the estimates and projections of the population in urban and rural areas as well as associated indicators. The data are presented for 228 countries and areas individually as well as for 32 country aggregates, including the world as a whole, the more and the less developed regions, the major world areas and selected additional aggregates. The projected values cover the period 2000-2030. The list of file names and their contents are presented in detail in table 1. The files present information on: (1) the total population by country; (2) the urban population by country; (3) the rural population by country; (4) the proportion of the population in urban areas; (5) the growth rate of the total population; (6) the growth rate of the urban population; (7) the growth rate of the rural population; (8) the urbanization rate, and (9) the rate of growth of the proportion rural.

 
(2) Urban agglomerations. Seven files present the estimates and projections of the population in urban agglomerations. The first four files contain data only for urban agglomerations with 750,000 inhabitants or more in 1995. They cover the following indicators: (1) the total population of each urban agglomeration; (2) the growth rate of each urban agglomeration; (3) the population of each urban agglomeration as a percentage of the urban population of the country; (4) the population of the each urban agglomeration as a percentage of the total population of the country. Two more files present data for specific sets of urban agglomerations. The first presents the 30 largest urban agglomerations of the world ranked by population size over the period 1950-2015. The second presents the population of the capital cities of each country for the year 1999. Lastly, a file presents the distribution of cities by region and size class together with the corresponding distribution of the population living in cities of different size classes. 

The following citation, with underlined items replaced as appropriate, should be used to indicate the source of any data derived from the data sets described above:

Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat (1998).  World Urbanization Prospects: The 1999 Revision.  Data Set Name  (POP/DB/WUP/Rev.1999/Data set number/File number), data set in digital form.


